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Models of virtual university education and the possibility of
achieving the principle of equal educational opportunities in
the Saudi education system “A field study"

Abstract

Virtual learning is considered as one of the new patterns of
distance education, which came in response to the revolution of
communications and information technology, as this type of education
Is essential to social and economic development. The "virtual
university" is considered to be one university education forms that
provide online classes, without time, spatial, functional or
organizational limits. The principle of equality of educational
opportunities was among the principles that were the focused of
human societies and civilizations throughout ages. Despite the
constant pursuit by human societies to achieve this principle, the
reality refers to the existence of a gap between what announced, and
what is in actual fact. Many studies have indicated that virtual
universities contribute to the realization of the principle of equality of
educational opportunities and democratization of higher education.
Several studies concluded that many problems face traditional
university education system that prevent achieving its it role in quality
of educational opportunities, these problems include the increased
demand for university education despite the weak absorptive capacity.
In addition, problems related to the high cost of university education,
the inertia and formal structures of academic institutions and the
weakness of physical capabilities to meet the basic requirements of
modernization and development that is based on using information
technology to keep pace with global changes, were also indicated.

The present study aimed at identifying the concept of virtual
learning, its objectives and justifications, as well as standing up to
factors that effect equal educational opportunities in the Saudi Arabian
university education system, and exploring the possibility of the
realization of the principle of equal educational opportunities in the
light of virtual university education models. The present study is
significant because of the importance of its subject, as the global
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trends and Arab nations focused on virtual learning. Virtual education
also provides a form that assists in the expansion in higher education
in order to achieve equal educational opportunities. It is expected that
the study will recommend models of virtual university education that
might have positive impact on the development of Saudi Arabian
higher education system.

The study was based on a mixed methodology that is based on
pragmatism as a philosophical stance; it fits with its nature in terms of
description, interpretation and analysis. This approach was based on
the application of a questionnaire and open interviews as an
instrument for data collection from a sample of students at some
scientific and theoretical faculties in Qassim University at bachelor
and postgraduate levels. It was found that there are various virtual
university education models, depending on the percentage of the
virtual component, from one model to another. The results indicated
that virtual education increased equality of educational opportunities
through overcoming factors that affect equality of education
opportunities in Saudi university education system. It was
recommended, that various virtual university education models should
be adopted beside the traditional one, to be able to meet different
needs of learners and to overcome economic, work, familial and
distance circumstances

Keywords: Virtual university education — Virtual university — Virtual
education models — Equality of educational opportunities
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